INTRODUCTION

man, especially for one within easy hail of eighty years of ag6.
When he became President; of Council and Ministerof War the
prospect of anything approaching to complete success seemed
remote indeed. It was a thankless post he assumed, and
neither friends nor enemies believed at first that physically,
mentally or politically could he bear the strain and overcome
the intrigues which-were at once set on foot against him. But
those who had the advantage of knowing Clemenceau well took
a much more hopeful view of his chances of remaining Prime
Minister until the close of the war. His mind as well as his
body has been in strict training all his life. The one is as alert
and as vigorous as the other. In the course of his stirring
career his lightness of heart and gaiety of spirit, his power of
taking the most discouraging events as part of the day's work,
have carried him triumphantly through many a difficulty.
Personally, I felt confident that nothing short of unforeseen
disease, or a bomb from the foreign or domestic enemy, would
bring him down before he had done his work. For below hia
exterior vigour and his brilliancy of conversation he possesses
the most relentless determination that ever inspired a human
being. Moreover, a Frenchman may . be witty and light-
hearted and very wise at the same time. The world of the
Middle Ages found that out.

I read, therefore, with some amusement in Mrs. Humphry
Ward's recent book of Victorian Eecollections that, having
met Clemenceau at dinner, in the 'eighties, she came to the
conclusion that he was " too light a weight to ride such a horse
as the French democracy." A very natural mistake, no
doubt, for one of us staid and solemn Victorians to make,
according to the young cynics and jesters of to-day who gird
at us! It is precisely this inexhaustible fund of animal spirits
and his never-failing cheerfulness and brilliancy which have
given Clemenceau the power over France which he possesses
to-day. Frenchmen have felt the more assured confidence in
themselves and their future when they saw, day after day,
their own representative and ruler full of go and of belief